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MEMORIAL DAY 


A Brief History 


As the Civil War was coming to a close in 1865, women from both the North and the South 
began efforts to preserve and decorate graves of those who died in the war. Although these 
efforts were informal and uncoordinated, they did bring about the idea of setting aside a day 
for all to honor the fallen men of that war. Of course, President Lincoln had given his 
“Gettysburg Address” two years previous on November 19, 1863 which turned into what 
could be called the first Memorial Day observance. 


Many groups, both in the North and the South made efforts to decorate the graves of men 
who had given their lives in the Civil War. One account for designating May 30 as a day of 
remembrance is that a woman in Virginia who was of French descent took responsibility of 
bringing several of these groups together in a combined ceremony on May 30. She chose 
this date because it corresponded to the date, Day of Ashes, that Napoleon Bonaparte’s 
remains were returned to France from St. Helena. 


At about that same time, Henry C. Wells in Waterloo, New York was promoting the idea of 
decorating the graves of Civil War veterans. His idea led to not only decorating graves but to 
a parade where war veterans marching to music went to the cemeteries in town. There 
speeches were made by General John B. Murray and local clergymen. The village was 
decorated with flags at half-mast, evergreen boughs, and mourning black streamers. 


In fact, more than twenty communities in the nation, claimed to be the birthplace of 
Memorial Day, but in 1966 President Lyndon Johnson declared Waterloo, New York the 
official birthplace of Memorial Day. Waterloo, which first observed the day on May 5, 1866, 
was selected because the town had made the observance a community-wide event where 
businesses closed, graves were decorated, and Memorial Day was made an annual event. 


In 1868, General John A. Logan, first commander of the Grand Army of the Republic issued 
Grand Order No. 11 establishing “Decoration Day” as Memorial Day was first known. May 
5, 1868, exactly two years after Waterloo’s first observance, was the date of this Grand 
Order. The opening paragraph and the last paragraph of Section I of Logan’s Order states as 
follows: 


“The 30" of May, 1868, is designated for the purpose of strewing with flowers, or otherwise 
decorating the graves of comrades who died in defense of their country during the late rebellion, 
and whose bodies now lie in almost every city, village, and hamlet churchyard in the land. In 
this observance no form of ceremony is prescribed, put posts and comrades will in their own way 
arrange such fitting services and testimonials of respect as circumstances may permit. 


Let us then, at the time appointed, gather around their sacred remains and garland the passionless 
mounds above them with the choicest flowers of spring-time; let us raise above them the dear old 
flag they saved from dishonor; let us in this solemn presence renew our pledges to aid and assist 
those whom they have left among us a sacred charge upon a nation’s gratitude, the soldier’s and 
sailor’s widow and orphan.” 


General Logan also added “ It is the purpose of the Commander-in-Chief to inaugurate this 
observance with the hope that it will be kept up from year to year...”. It is believed that 
General Logan chose May 30 because the flowers would be in bloom all over the country. 


Arlington National Cemetery was the scene of the first national observance of Decoration 
Day.* The ceremony, held in 1868, was held on the veranda of the Arlington mansion, once 
the home of General Robert E. Lee. General and Mrs. Ulysses S. Grant and other 
Washington officials presided. General James Garfield gave a speech. After the ceremonies, 
five thousand participants helped to decorate the graves of more than twenty thousand Union 
and Confederate soldiers buried in the cemetery. 


By the end of the nineteenth century, May 30 was the day that Memorial Day ceremonies 
were being held throughout the nation. Proclamations designating the day were passed by 
state legislatures. The Army and Navy established regulations for the proper observance at 
their facilities. 


After World War I, observances began to honor those who died in all American wars, and, in 
1971, Congress made Memorial Day a national holiday to be celebrated on the last Monday 
in May. 


At present, Memorial Day is observed at Arlington National Cemetery by a ceremony where 
the president or vice president usually gives a speech, and then lays a wreath at the Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier. A small American flag is placed on each grave, a tradition followed at 
many national and local cemeteries. 


In recent years, the custom has grown for many families to decorate the graves of all 
departed loved ones. 


Several Southern states continue to honor the Confederate dead on a special day set aside for 
this. This day usually called Confederate Memorial Day varies from state to state. In 
Tennessee, it is called Confederate Decoration Day, and in Texas, it is called Confederate 
Heroes Day. 


I remember my mother relating how she and the other children in the area during the first and 
second decade of the nineteen hundreds, gathered violets and carried them from the Four 
Corners to Union Cemetery in Bellingham Center and placed them on the graves of the GAR 
veterans. She told how they dressed in their best clothes to go to this ceremony where there 
would be several speeches, prayers and the singing of patriotic songs. She remembered how 
proud the Grand Army veterans were and how straight and tall they stood. Everyone was in 


awe of these men. 
* In 1882, the GAR urged that “proper designation of May 30 be Memorial Day” 
- not Decoration Day 
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TOWN RECORDS. 


WARRANT FOR TOWN MEETING, MARCH 7, 1892. 


Articte 5.—To see if the Town will vote to raise a sum of 
money for Decoration Day or act or do anything thereon. y 

It was voted to raise fifty dullars ($50), and that three citi- 
zens of this Town who are members of Franklin, Medway and 
Woonsocket G. A. R. posts be a Committee to expend the appro- 
priation. The Committee chosen were James O. Richardson of 
the Franklin post, Abiram W. Wales, 2d., of the Medway post, 
Henry W. Pickering of the Woonsocket post. 


MEMORIAL DAY. 


This being the first year the Town has appropriated money 
for Decoration Day exercises, I think it would be proper to state 
to the inhabitants the exercises held and graves decorated. Of 
the 86 veterans buried in Town, I give the regiment and company 
of all but three, and if any one can furnish me the facts in regard 
to those not given, the information will be most gratefully 
received. 

In looking up the record and graves of deveased soldiers, I 
find the graves of some 30 Revolutionary soldiers, and woild re- 
commend to the Town that the Cemetery Committee be instructed 
to straighten all headstones, aud put in good condition the graves 
of all those who can be identified as Revolutionary soldiers. 

Having consulted with the Committee appointed by the Town 
to expend the appropriation, I find that they divided the money 
as follows: Henry W. Pickering of Woonsocket Post, $1U; 
Abiram W. Wales 2nd, of Medway Post, $15; James O. Rich- 
ardson of Franklin Post, $25. 

On Sunday, May 29, Medway Post, G. A. R., Relief Corps 
and Sons of Veterans, came to North Bellingham cemetery at 
3.30 p. m., and services were held asfollows: Prayer and address 
by Rev. EK. F. Mitchell; short speeches by members of the Post, 
and singing by a quartet. After these services the graves of the 
following veterans were decorated :— 

George A. Lowe, Co. H, 31st Regt., Mass. Vol. Died July 
13, 1864. 

Norman Hastings, Co. C, 45th Regt., Mass. Vol. Died June 
27, 1863, on Steamer “S. R. Spalding.” 

George A. Harwood, Co. D, 2d Regt., Cavalry. Died Feb. 
26, 1866. 

s Jonathan Foster, Co. [, 18th Regt., Mass. Vol. Died Feb, 
25, 1875. 

Bas 2 hg J. Adams, Co. E, 2nd Regt., Mass. Vol. Died Dec. 
2, 1875. 

Charles F, Taylor, U. S. Navy, South Atlantic blockading 
squadron. Died May 25, 1880. 

Alexander Chace, Co. E, 4th Regt., R. I. Vol. Died 

George A. Dudley, Co. ——, Regt. Died May 15, 


Sabin Adams, Co. —-, —— Regt. Died Feb. 23, 1873, 
Charles A. 8. Barrus, Co. ——, Regt. Died Sept., 1871. 


Asa Partridge was never mustered into service, but went as 
a delegate from the Tnited States Christian Commission. His 
work was gratuitous, expenses only being borne by the Commis- 
sion. Hardships and exposure, induced by ministering to sick 
and wounded .soldiers, caused a sickness which resulted in his 
death, March 2, 1865. In remembrance of his valuable services, 
the Post decorated his grave as that of a comrade. 
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EDWARD SPENCER SQUARE 


On May 30, Franklin Post, G. A. lkt., Sons of Veterans, an 
the Relief Corps arrived in town at 11.30 a. m. and marched t 
the Town Hall, where a substantial dinner had been provided 
At 1 o’clock a line was formed by the Franklin Brass band, Pos 
Sons of Veterans, Relief Corps, members of the local Grange 
school children, and citizens on foot and in carriages, They pre 
ceeded to the soldiers’ monument, where a prayer and sho 
address were delivered by Rev. 1). M. Hodge of Franklin. Afte 
depositing flowers at the monument they proceeded to the cem 
tery, where the following services were offered: Prayer by Rey 
J. M. Rockwood, address by Rev. E, F. Mitchell, singing by th 
church choir, and a short address by Past Commander Mason 
after which graves of the following were decorated :— 
Stephen Bates, Co. D, 2nd Regt., R. I. Vol. Died Feb. 24 
1872. 
Lewis E. Whitney, Co. D, 24th Regt., Mass, Vol. Died FebJ} 
28, 1865. 
Lewis E, Wales, Co. B, 42nd Regt., Mass, Vol. Died June 
19, 1863, at Bayou Gentilly, La. 
Charles P. Hancock, Co. F, 2nd Regt., Mass. Vol. Died 
Jan, 22, 18638, at Frederick, Md. 
Robert R. Hill, Co. ——, 11th Regt., R. I. Vol. Died Feb 
4, 1865. 
Alvin B. Adams, Co. G, 16th Regt., Mass. Vol. Died Oct, 
21, 1864, at Andersonville, Ga, 
Lowell W. Adams, Co, I, 18th Regt., Mass. Vol. Died, Aug 
24, 1870. 
Frank L, Adams, 16th U. S. Infautry band. Died April 15, 
1881. 
Alvin D. Pond, Co. B, 144th Regt.,N. Y. Vol. Died 
April 11, 1883. 
Moses R. Drake, Co. B, 25th Regt., Mass. Vol. Died Oct, 
5, 1864, at Newbern, N. C. . 
Joseph Osgood, Co, E, 2nd Regt., Mass, Vol. Died Feb. 8 
1863, at Stafford Courthouse, Va. 
Warren A. Richardson, Co. I, 18th Regt., Mass. Vol. Died 
Feb. 17, 1881. 
Charles H, Scott, Co. A, 35th Regt., Mass. Vol. Died April 
14, 1884. . 
Charles F. Vose, Co. I, 2nd Regt., R. I. Vol. Died Dec. 12, 
1863, at Brandy Station, Va. 
Calvin C, Thayer, Co. G, 18th Regt., Mass. Vol. Died Dec. 
10, 1868, 


Joseph W. Holbrook, Co. B, 25th Regt., Mass. Vol. Died 
March 5, 1863. 

Handel Holbrook, Co. B, 25th Regt., Mass. Vol. Died Dec. 
14, 1868, 

Lorenzo 1, Paine, Co. A, 11th Regt., R. I. Vol. Died April 
5, 1869. 

*” Jairus Lawrence, Co. F, 2nd Regt., Mass. Vol. Died March 
6, 1865, at David’s Island, N. Y. Harbor. 

Willis Whitney, Co. B, 25th Regt., Mass. Vol. Died Aug. 
20, 1888. 

The graves of Samuel Darling, a Revolutionary soldier, and 
Joseph Adams, Warren Lazell, William Paine, Laban Burr and 
Mason Clark, of the War of 1812, were also decorated. 

On the morning of May 80 Henry W. Pickering of the 
Woonsocket Post, with several comrades, visited the Rakeville 
Cemet’:. at South Bellingham, and with appropriate exercises 
decoratu the graves of :— 

Christopher H. Schultz, Co. O, Ist R.I. Cavalry. Died 

Albert Joslin, Co. D, Ist R. I. Cavalry. Died : 

Samuel Wilcox, Co. D, 1st R. I. Cavalry. Died 

Abraham England, Co. C, 1st R. I. Cavalry. Died 

Henry Jillson, Co. [, 2nd Regt., R. I. Vol. Died ‘ 


Franklin and Medway Posts extended thanks to the Town 
for the financial assistance, and the Woonsocket Post sent a letter 
of thanks through their Adjutant. 


HENRY A. WHITNEY, Town Clerk. 


BELLINGHAM CENTER 


MEMORIAL Day, 1893 
This year the Town appropriated $35 for Decoration pur- 
poses, $25 of which was given to the same committee as last 
year. By consulting with them I find they divided it as fullows: 


Henry W. Pickering of Woonsocket Post, $5, Abiram W. 
Wales, Medway Post, $10, and James O. Richardson of Frank- 
lin Post, $10. As Mr. Richardson had ascertained that Franklin 
Post, if they came on Decoration Day, could come with but a 
smaJl delegation on account of duties elsewhere, the proposition 
was made by the Committee and citizens that they come the 
Sunday before, as they could then come with full ranks. Ac- 
cordingly on Sunday, May 28, at2 p.m, the Franklin Post, G. 
A. R., arrived at the Centre Cemetery, and exercises were pro- 
ceeded with as follows:— 

Prayer by Rev. J. M. Rockwood; singing by the choir; patri- 
otic speeches by members of the Post, after which the 26 graves 
of last year and the additional one of Warren G. White of Co. 
A, 16th Reg., Mass. Vol.,who died in February, 1893, were deco- 
rated, 

The Post then proceeded to the cemetery at North Belling- 
ham, and joined the Medway Post in their exercises there. The 
Medway Post and Sons of Veterans, and the Franklin Post ar- 
rived at the cemetery at 4p. ™., when the following exercises 
were proceeded with:— 

Prayer by Rey. Lucian Drury, and stirring speeches by differ- 
ent members of the Posts; touching allusions to the death of 
their former Commander, George Greenwood, were made by the 
speakers of Medway Post. The graves of their comrades were 
decorated as usual, with the additional one of George Fish of Co. 
F, 17th keg. Mass. Vol., who died in 1869, and whose remains 
had been brought from Uxbridge for re-burial in this yard. 

On the morning of May 30, Henry W. Pickering and Com- 
rades of the Woonsocket Post visited the cemetery at Rakeville, 
and with appropriate services decorated the graves of five com- 
rades puriddt there. 

On attending the exercises at the various cemeteries last 
year, I found it was difficult for the Posts to identify the graves 
of their comrades, on account of there being so many of them un- 
marked by headstones. By inquiry snd investigation I found the 
Government would furnish them headstones on pppicetigu, 
which I immediately made for twelve. In October I received 
nine, which I delivered and had set as follows: One for Alex- 
ander Chase, North Bellingham cemetery. [ made great effort to 
ascertain the Company and Regiment of Charles A. S. Barrus, 
buried in this yard without a headstone, but without success. 
In the cemetery at the Centre the graves of Warren A. Richard- 
son, Charles H. Scott, Calvin OC. Thayer, Willis Whitney and 
Warren G. White- were furnished with stones, At Rakeville the 
graves of Christopher H. Schultz, Abraham England, and Wil- 
liam H, Jillson were furnished with stones. 

I received a communication from the Quartermaster-General 
that Moses R. Drake was buried at Newburn, N C., National 
Cemetery, Grave No.1, 646,and Alvin B. Adams at Andersonville, 
Ga., National Cemetery, Grave No. 11,286; and thut they have 


MEMORTAL DAY PARADE 


SUNDAY, MAY 26, 1957 
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Police Chief Euclide A. Fleuette, 
from left- Thomas McCluskey, Albert 
Grenon, 


stones. Joseph Osgood died at Stafford Court House, Va., in 
February, 1863. The Quartermaster-General says: “The records 
in this office do not afford any information relative to the place 
of burial of the within-named soldier. The Union dead were re- 
moved from Stafford Court House, Va., and that vicinity, to the 
National Cemetery at Fredericksburg, Va. Not having been 
identified at the time of the re-interment, the body was probably 
classed among the unknown.” 


TUESDAY, MAY 30. 


Memorial Day was a day of special observance in Town, it 
being the first time the children have taken part as a whole. A 
specially arranged program was provided by the School Commit- 
tee, and distributed throughout the town. Below is the pro- 
gram:-— 

The Longfellow, Webster and Whittier schools were met at 
the railroad station by the other schools in town, and under es- 
cort of the Bellingham brass band marched to Town Hall square, 
where each teacher and pupil was presented by the Town with 
an American flay. The line was re-formed and marched to the 
cemetery, where each soldiers grave was decorated by four pupils 
from the different schools with a wreath and flag. The line of 
march was then taken to the Soldiers’ Monument, forming a sin- 
gle circle about the shaft. 

Prayer by Rev. Lucian Drury. 
Salute to the fag by all the children, 

Selection by the band, which was well rendered. 
Patriotic address by Rev. J. M. Rockwood. 
Decorating the monument. 

The line then formed and marched to Town [Iall, where the 
following exercises were given: — 


1, Song—‘‘Our Pa‘riot Brave,’’ Webster and Massey schools 
2. ‘Blue and the Gray,’”’ Leslie Fisher, Longfellow school 
3. Flag exercise by nine girls, Whittier school 
4. Recitation—‘* Memorial Day,’ City school 
5. Recitation—‘‘The Nation’s Dead,’’ Beaver Pond school 
6. Memorial Roll Call, Massey school 
7. Selection, Wilcox school 
8. Song—‘‘Decoration Day,’’ City school 
9. Selection, Chilson school 
10. Actioa Piece, Whittier school 
11. ‘*The Children’s Plan,” Longfellow school 
12. ‘‘Meaning of the Dav,’’ George Fitzpitrick, Webster school 
18. Recitation—‘Little Patrio’,” Beaver Pond school 
14. Selection, Chilson school 
15. Song—‘‘Soldier’s Rest,”’ Webster and Massey schools 
16. Recitation—‘‘Hurrah for the Flag,’’ Exgene Connolly, 
Longfellow school 
Whittier school 
Webster school 
Massey school 
Wilcox school 
Q tinobequin schoo! 
All 


17. Aciion Piece, 

18. Recitation—*Our Flag,” Harold Drury, 

19. ‘Sleep, Comrades, Sleep,’’ Susie E Thayer, 
20. Selection, 

21. Recitation, Ella Rockwood, 

22. Song—‘‘America,”’ 


The appearance of the schools marching with the band in 
Jead, and all carrying the American flag, was a sight more than 
pleasing to the eye and to the mind. The entire exercises of the 
day inculcated a lesson in patriotism, of love of country, which 
could not be half so well impressed in any other way. It is ear- 
nestly hoped that having once begun, these exercises will be con- 
tinued from year to year, as the expense is a mere pittance, 
while no person can measure their influence for good in the 
community. 


Norman MacLinden and Herbert 
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SINCE MEMORIAL DAY IS THIS MONTH, WE DECIDED TO CONCENTRATE ON 
VETERANS. SPECIFICALLY WE'D LIKE TO HIGH-LIGHT CIVIL WAR VETERANS-AS MOST 
OF YOU ARE AWARE-- THE CIVIL WAR MONUMENT, LOCATED ON A PLOT OF GROUND IN 
FRONT OF THE IST BAPTIST CHURCH IN THE CENTER OF TOWN IS SCHEDULED TO BE 
MOVED TO THE TOWN COMMON LATER THIS YEAR. THIS IS VIEWED WITH MIXED 
FEELINGS, AS MANY OF US GREW UP, REGARDING THIS MONUMENT WITH AWE AND 


RESPECT. 


CIVIL WAR VETERANS 
By Frank Haley 


Being a member of the Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War, one of my 
responsibilities is to locate and record the 
final resting place and the condition of that 
place, of every union Civil War veteran. 

When the Union Civil War veterans 
formed the GAR (Grand Army of the 
Republic), its life span was immediately 
limited because only Civil War Veterans 
could join. The GAR Posts then started 
forming the Sons of Union veterans to carry 
on the traditions and kept the memory of 
these soldiers alive. We are the family that 
most veterans no longer have. 

Although, I register burial locations 
wherever I go, being a resident of 
Bellingham, I wanted to make sure that our 
Civil War Veterans were recorded. My first 
trip was to Oak Hill Cemetery on Hartford 
Avenue in No. Bellingham. If the Veteran 
was given a military headstone, he is usually 
easy to pick out in most cemeteries. Having 
a family stone, the veteran is harder to find, 
and unless there is a GAR flag holder at his 
site, a lot of research has to be done. If the 
veterans name is no longer legible or if the 
veteran is in an unmarked grave site, the 
government will provide a free headstone. 
The only expense incurred is having the 
gravestone placed in the ground. There 
were many more Bellingham residents that 
served and died protecting the Union, but at 
first, I was only dealing with veterans buried 
in Bellingham. I am also doing other 
research and _ Historical Commission 


member Bruce Lord is putting all of his and 
my research into a legible, concise list. 

I wanted to see if I could get in touch 
with any relatives of the Civil War Soldiers 
buried in Bellingham so that I might find an 
old photograph or hear a story that had been 
passed down through the family. 

I have a little notice placed on 
Bellingham's Cable Channel, one in the 
Bellingham Library, in the Town Hall and 
placed a list in the Senior Center. So far, 
I've received no response. Although most of 
the old veteran’s grave sites only have flags 
placed at their site on Memorial Day, I 
noticed a few Civil War sites had flowers 
placed there by someone. I assume this was 
done by a relative. 

I would like to see ADOPT-A- 
VETERAN Program in Bellingham, having 
families and individuals adopt a gravesite of 
a veteran of Any War and make sure the site 
is kept trimmed and stones kept in good 
shape. They could obtain markers for the 
different wars. WWI veterans are almost 
gone. WWII veterans are leaving us at an 
alarming rate. Who will take care of these 
grave sites when there is no family around? 
Local veteran organizations say they don't 
have the resources to take care of marking 
and flagging these sites. 

Starting at Oak Hill, the Ist soldier I 
found was George A. Fish, who was a 
Holliston Spinner, who enlisted in the 17th 
MA INF REG CO F in 1862. He reenlisted 
in 1864 and was discharged in NC in 1865S. 
Although he had a private family headstone 
and not a GAR marker, the inscription on 


the stone told me he had served in the Civil 
War. The inscriptions on the stones were 
very interesting and I wondered what some 
of the jobs meant. The next soldier I found 
had a military headstone and came from 
Middle-town, CT. Samuel Johnson enlisted 
in the Ist CT Heavy Artillery CO H,1861 
and became a quartermaster sergeant. He 
was discharged in 1864 and his widow, 
Harriet received a widow's pension. I 
wondered why he had come to Bellingham, 
was it to find work in the factories in town? 
His headstone was listing to one side and 
had to be reseated. I was going to work on 
that, but Julie Thompson got a very nice 
local man named Paul McLain to donate 
sod. When the new sod was put in place 
during the clean up project done by 
Thompson's group, someone conscientiously 
righted the stone. There was another stone 
that had to be reseated and a young student 
from Bellingham helped me reseat it. 

The next soldier I researched had a sad 
story, Norman Hastings, who was a 28 yr. 
old Franklin Farmer enlisted in the 45th MA 
INF CO C in 1862. Although I couldn't find 
details of his death, he died on a steamer 
enroute to Boston in 1863. He may have 
been coming home with an illness, but no 
details were available.....Francis Foster was 
a 26 yr. old soldier who joined the 40th NY 
regiment because it contained many men 
from Massachusetts. He was captured at 
White House Virginia in 1862 and paroled 
in July of 1862, only to be captured again in 
Chancellorsville. He was finally discharged 
in June 1865. Peter Foster was an 18 yr. old 
factory hand from Wrentham, who was in 
the 18th MA INF REG. He received a 
disability discharge and then enlisted in the 
4th MA HART in August 1863. Reenlisting 
after receiving a disability discharge was not 
uncommon and most of the soldiers 
reenlisted in Artillery units. Wounded or 
disabled soldiers who could and wanted to 
remain in the service were often put into a 


Reserve Corps-for light duty... Other 
veterans in the cemetery, that protected the 
Union for us were Alexander Chase in the 
Ist RI INF. ,,,John V Coombs an 18 yr. old 
Bellingham Farmer in the 2nd MA INF and 
Adoniram Dawley who I haven't found a 
regiment for, yet. Ariel B. Drake a 27 yr. 
old Mendon carpenter in the 34th MA 
INF.... John Foster a 40 year old in the 8th 
MA INF..... George Abner Harwood, a 26 
year old Holliston Hostler in the 42nd MA 
INF..... Alfred Remick a 30 year old 
Milford Boot maker in the 2nd MA INF and 
the lst heavy Artillery. ....Adoniram 
Dawley and James C. Hall who I haven't 
been able to find military records for. 

Due to the generosity of the 
Bellingham Historical Commission grant 
and the Sons of Union Veterans bumper 
sticker program, I have been able to obtain 
and place generic GAR flag holders at all 
Civil War veteran’s grave sites. 

The next cemetery I visited was the 
Scott Cemetery where Francis Tingley, a 
Bellingham boot maker is buried. He was in 
the 15th MA INF CO E and received a 
disability discharge in Alexandria, VA in 
1862. 

He than seems to have enlisted again in the 
22nd MA INF and received another 
disability discharge in 1863. 

The Center Cemetery has many Civil 
War Veterans. The first one I saw was 
Lewis E. Whitney, who was a 19 year old 
boot maker. He enlisted in the 24th MA 
INF CO D as a Corporal in 1861. He was 
wounded at Deep Bottom Run, VA in 1864 
and died of his wounds in Beverly, NJ in 
1865. _....Willis Whitney, a 40 year old 
Bellingham Boot maker enlisted in the 25 
MA CO B in 1861 and received a disability 
discharge in 1863..... Joseph Osgood, a 
Bellingham Farmer enlisted in the 2nd MA 
INF in 1862 at the age of 43. He died in 
Virginia in 1863..... William Grafton 
enlisted in the 16 MA INF Light Artillery at 


the age of 18 and died in June of 1865..... 
Joseph Holbrook was a 44 year old 
Bellingham Boot maker who enlisted in the 
25 MA INF REG CO B in 1861. He 
received a disability discharge in New 
Berns, NC in 1863 and died in 1865.... 
Joseph M. Burr was a 24 year old 
Bellingham mechanic who enlisted in the 
16th MA INF REG CO B in 1861. He 
enlisted as a musician and was discharged in 
1865. His wife Harriet received a Widow's 
pension when he passed away..... Orlando 
Clark enlisted in the 16th MA INF CO B 
and was transferred to the 24th Reg. Army 
Regiment Veterans Reserve Corp. 
a Charles F. Cushman, a Milford Boot 
maker enlisted in the 7th MA INF REG 
Band as a Musician in 1861 and was 
discharged at a later date. (It would be 
interesting to find what instruments Burr and 
Cushman played and to find out what local 
musical groups they may have been a part 
of.) John Gerstle Jr. was a Bellingham 
Boot maker who joined the 25th MA INF 
REG CO B in 1862 and was discharged in 


eeeee 


Benjamin Marble was an 18 year old 
Boot maker from Cumberland RI who 
enlisted in the 2nd MA Heavy Artillery in 
Alvin D.Pond enlisted in the 144 
NY INF in 1862. He was given a disability 
discharge in 1863 He received his pension in 
MA, so I wonder if he came to Bellingham 
from New York, or, was he a Bellingham 
resident who went to New York and joined 
the army? .... Henry M. Rockwood was a 
21 year old Medway salesman who enlisted 
in the 16th MA Light Artillery in 1864. 
,...James O. Richardson enlisted in the 18th 
MA INF in 1861 and received a disability 
discharge in 1863.... Charles H. Scott was a 
44 year old Mason from Franklin who 
enlisted in the 15th MA INF REG CO A in 
1862. He was wounded at Antietam on 17 
Sept., 1862 and was discharged in 1865. 

There is a very interesting Bellingham 


resident who has a Memorial Family, Stone 
in the Center Cemetery but was not buried 
there. General John Milton Thayer was born 
in Bellingham and was admitted to the 
Massachusetts Bar. He traveled to Nebraska 
shortly after the passing of the Kansas- 
Nebraska act and he settled in Omaha 
practicing law. He was an old line 
Republican Whig and was interested in 
politics. _ He was appointed Brigadier 
General of the Territory and became an ex- 
cellent fighter. He was elected Major 
General and conducted the Pawnee Indian 
Wars. When the Civil War broke out, he 
was commissioned a Colonel by the war 
department and he took command of the 
first regiment that left Nebraska for the field. 
He was appointed a Brigadier General for 
his bravery at the battles of Fort Donaldson 
and Shiloh. He was placed in command of 5 
Iowa regiments and part of the 3rd Illinois 
Cavalry assisting General Sherman in the 
Vicksburg operation. After the war, he was 
prominent in organizing the State of 
Nebraska and was one of the first two 
Senators elected from the new 
Commonwealth. His term expired on March 
3, 1871. He went back to practicing law and 
was appointed Governor of Wyoming 
Territory on January 3, 1887. 

When I went to the Wilcox Cemetery, I 
was glad to see that it was in good shape 
because it sits right next to the road and the 
whole cemetery can be seen by anyone 
driving by. I also noticed that most all the 
Civil War Veterans GAR markers were in 
Charles E.Burr was a Bellingham 
farmer who enlisted in the 45 MA INF REG 
on Sept. 15, 1862. He was discharged in 
1863 and enlisted again, in the 4 MA 
Cavalry CO C in 1864, He was wounded at 
Johns Island, SC and was discharged shortly 
Joseph Burchard was from Rhode 
Island and he enlisted in the 3rd RI Cavalry 
CO D in 1863. He was detached to HDQ as 
a guard and detached to the Greenville, LA 


Hospital as a nurse. He was discharged in 
Andrew Jillson was from 
Cumberland, RI. He enlisted in the Ist RI 
INF REG in 1861. He enlisted again as a 
Color Sergeant in the 4th RI Cavalry CO E 
and was also in the 7th RI INF CO B..... 
James A. Joslin enlisted in the Ist RI 
Cavalry CO D in 1862. He was promoted to 
Corporal and captured at Middleburg in 
1863. He was paroled and detached to 
Harpers Ferry duty at the remount camp. 

The Sons of Union Veterans Graves 
Registration database has just come on-line 
and I hope people will access it to see the 
entries I made for Bellingham. If they find 
any mistakes or have additional information, 
I'd like them to send it to me. The new 


database can be accessed at 
www.suvcwdb.org. 
* KKH 

The Historical Commission 
is very grateful for all the 
Cope that, —Frank. Haley ..of 
Bellingham has done and 
continues COmesaO Beredaroaimdg 


CIVIL WAR VETERANS. LESS 
muons Loo casy *for™' us’ "to 
forget all the” sacrrrices 
these men endured for our 
benefit. Mr. Haley has 
devoted many hours in 
Pecerding so much .history .of 
these veterans for our 
benefit. We sincerely thank 
you Lor all your 
dat De teh 
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A SOLDIER'S GRAVE, 
(AT NEWCASTLE.) 
by John Albee 


Break not his sweet repose 
Thou whom chance brings to this 
sequestered ground, 

The sacred yard his ashes close, 

But go thy way in silence; here no sound 
Is ever heard but from the murmuring 
pines, 

Answering the sea's near murmur; 
Nor ever here comes rumor 
Of anxious world or war's foregathering 
signs. 

The bleaching flag, the faded wreath, 
Mark the dead soldier's dust beneath, 
And show the death he chose ; 
Forgotten save by her who weeps alone, 
And wrote his fameless name on this low 


stone : 


Break not his sweet repose. 
a8 3 EK 
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And foremost still Among the free 
Their Spirits shall by his decree 
Lead on through all eternity 


War Dept., Washington City, Nov 17, 1862 


The Governor of the State of Massachusetts is hereby authorized to cause to be 
drafted, commencing on the 8th day of December next, in the forenoon, in the 
manner provided by General Orders No. 99 of the War Department of the U.S., 
a sufficient number of militia men, to serve for 9 months in the military service 
of the United States, unless sooner discharged, to make up, with the number 
who shall have been mustered into the said service under the call for such 
militia men, dated Aug. 4,1862, the proportion which has been heretofore been 
assigned to Massachusetts under said call, which proportion was 19,080 men. 
And the said draft of militia, issued from this department under date of August 
14, A.D. 1862. 

Edwin Stanton, Sec. of War 


RKEEKKKKEK 


The) Massachusetts: \Records:s\give the names of 33. soldiers | Taam 
Bellingham as follows: 


Edward J.Adams W.O.Freeman 
Frederick Bates Patrick Gallagher 
Amos R.Bent John J.Gerstle 
Charles E.Burr Joseph Gerstle 
Howard Carlton T.G.Getchell 
Martin V.B.Cook Samuel D.Gregory 
John V.Coombs Chas.P.Hancock 
Pardon L.Crosby Handel Holbrook 


James Davis : 


Jos.W.Holbrook Asa Pickering 
Jairus Lawrence James W.Pickering 
Thomas McDowell Robert Post 

Peter McKeen Geo. A. Richardson 
George L.Metcalf George Swift 

John C.Metcalf John Terlin 
Garrick F.Moore Elisha H.Town 
Joseph Osgood Willis Whiting 


Ten names are listed on the Soldiers" Monument, six of which are 
not on the list above. 


Thomas Carey W.Ellis Cook 
Moses Drake C.Philip Hancock 
Calvin C.Thayer Lewis E. Whitney 
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WORLD WAR ITI ON THE HOMEFRONT 


World War TL touched every family 
in. the United States. If you didn't 
have a relative in service, you had 
friends or neighbors serving their 
country. It was a fear filled and 
j} lonesome time for those of us at home. 

I was a high school teenager when 
the war broke out. Before that life 
was a happy, fun filled time. I had 
| met new friends, several of us played 
}the guitar, one, the accordion and 
another the harmonica. We had many a 
|} jam session at my house. It was a 
i carefree time. One of my friends 
introduced me to my husband. All of 
ja sudden Pearl Harbor was bombed and 
jour simple, carefree life was gone 
forever. My friends went off to war, 
|} I graduated and married a soldier. 

My grandmother's sister made our 

| wedding cake, a lovely sheet, fruit 
fcake. We sent it to the bakery to be 
| frosted but we had to supply the con- 
| fectioners sugar. Sugar was rationed 
| and we needed more coupons. We swap- 
| pedcanned food coupons for sugar cou- 
| pons with a neighbor and it saved the 
| day. 
| Women went to work, many doing jobs 
|} left behind by the boys who enlisted 
jor were drafted. The song "Rosie the 
|} Riveter" was quite appropriate at the 
time. We worked from 7 A.M. to 4:30 
}P.M. and often Saturday mornings for 
140¢ an hour. I even worked one Thank- 
|}sgiving morning. Evenings were spent 
)} listening to the radio and writing to 
jour friends in service. To relieve 
|\the tension and boredom, a group of us 
j}girls would go to the movies or bowl- 
ing. Once we went to New York City. 

| The fleet was in port and Broadway 

| sidewalks were so crowded it was hard 
l trying to get into a store. Another 
\time our shop hired a bus for us to go 
}to Cushing Hospital in Framingham to 
\visit with servicemen recuperating 
from injuries. We sat at small round 
tables to visit before going into the 
dining room. One fellow at our table 
was really feeling sorry for himself 
‘and in no mood to visit. He had lost 
'a foot and couldn't cope with the fact 
'The girl I was with had lost a leg in 


an_accident. Her outlook was just the 
opposite of the young man's. When she 


finally told him she had a wooded leg, 
he didn't believe her. He lifted the 
table to see for himself. About the 
same time we were all called into the 
dining room. With a bright smile, he 
took her by the arm and announced, 
"Here comes Hippy and Hoppy". 


We went on Daylight Savings time 
during the fall and winter and in the 
spring another hour of Daylight Savings 
time was added, meaning we had two 
hours of extra daylight in the after- 
NOOO. Ut AwaSvawitime -of palin raids, 
black outs, ration stamps and buying 
war bonds. People took turns in the 
town hall tower on the look out for 
enemy planes. 

Cars weren't being made and any- 
thing made of rubber was hard to find. 
So many things we were used to could 
no longer be bought. Oleo margarine 
took the place of butter. If you 
could get a pound of butter, you had 
to wait in line. The same was true of 
nylon, which was being used to make 
parachutes. If you wanted a pair of 
nylon stockings, you had to wait in 
line. It was very discouraging if 
you were next in line and the supply 
ranwoul, 

I made several trips to visit my 
husband. Saturday nights we'd go to 
the U.S.O. and dance and join some of 
his buddies. The music before and 
during the war were some of the nicest 
song ever written - The White Cliffs 
of Dover, You'll Never Know, A Little 
on the Lonely Side, A Mockingbird 
Sang in Barkley Square and many more. 

My husband was home on furlough 
just before his outfit was to go over 
seas. He had an attack of acute app- 
endicitis and was rushed to Lovell 
General Hospital at Camp Devens and 
operated on. His outfit left without 
him. When he was able to go back to 
camp, no one knew what to do with him. 
His records were lost. He finally 
Signed up as a cook and ended up 
cooking for the officers. Some of 
the fellows in his outfit who went 
overseas were killed. Acute append- 
icitis probably saved his life. 

Air conditioning hadn't arrived 
yet. I often wondered if that's 
where the name 'sweat shops' came 


from. We sweltered at work, riding 
on a bus or in®@a*car@during*the hot 


-11- 


weather,even with the windows open. 

I went to Virginia on the train and 
the windows were open. When going 
through a tunnel all the black, sooty 
smoke would blow in and mingled with 
sweat, we all looked like coal miners 
when we reached our destination. 
Hotel rooms also had windows that 
opened. With the noises and dirt of 
the city, it wasn't conducive for 
sleep. 

We all worked hard and worried 
about our service men and women and 
prayed for their safe return. When 
one of our 'gang' came home on furlo- 
ugh it was a happy occasion. We all 
grew up too fast and when the war was 
over we could never recapture the 
wonderful times we had had before. 
Everyone married and started families 


and settled down. 
For those of us at home it was a 


less rushed kind of life There were 
no TVs, cell phones, computers etc. 
Traffic was light, there were no 
housing projects. Living in a small 
town where we knew nearly everyone 
was a comfort to us all with so many 
of our young men off at war. 


F.M.M. 
TAPS 
("taps" is a bugle-call, the 
last call sounded at night, and 


over a soldier's grave.) These 
are a few of the versions.... 


Fades the night; 
And afar 

Goeth day. 
Cometh night: 
And a star 
Leadeth all, 
Speedeth all 

To theilt Les. 


Love, good night. 
Must thou go 
When the day 

And the night 
Leave me so? 
Fare thee well; 
Day is gone, 
Night is on. 


Day is done, 
gone the sun, 
From the hills, 
from the lake, 
From the skies. 
All is well, 
safely rest, 
Sod is nigh. 


iMsad "A 8°) 8 9 Key 1945 


Bellingham's War Dog ' Jack’ 


During 1943 Paul StGeorge of South Bellingham was 
serving in the U.S. Amy. His job was the train- 
ing of guard dogs. Paul first came together with 
Jack a German Shepard dog in April of '43, Jack 
was trained by Paul at Fort Robinson, Nebraska. 
The obediance course lasted 8 weeeks. Their first 
assignment together was the guarding of German 
prisoners of war in Florida. Shortly thereafter 
they were seperated and Jack went on to see 
active war service in the South Pacific with the 
first Marine Division and played an active part 
in the invasion of Leyte Island. 


As the war began to draw to a close Paul began 
to wonder of what became of Jack. Jack was 
located ang honorably discharged fram the U.S. 
Army on May 9,1945. He was shipped by Railway 
Express and soon Paul and Jack were reunited. 
Jack lived out his retirement years here in 
Bel linahan. 


AQMY GEAVICE FORCES 


WAR DOG RECEPTION AND TRAINING CENTER 
FORT ROBINGON, NEBRAGKA 


SCF/ jvw 


Mr, Paul B. St. George, 
18 Kendrick Avenue, 
Woonrocket, Rhode Island. 


Dear Mr, St. George: 


In accordencea with instructions recaivec from Mre. Blanche Raines, | 
Route 1, Box 330, Saraeota, Florida, Jack, Preston Brand A § 1 5, ia q 
baing shipped to you via Reilway Express, on Jovernment Rill of Lading, 9 

Jack has been carefilly checkad and it is believed you will 
experiance no difficulty with the dog becoming readjusted to his former 
civilian life. However, the fact that thin dog was trained es a War 
Dog should always be borne in mind. You should guard against any person 
"gicking® him on anyone. The Governmnt assumes no responsibility for 
the dog efter his departure from thia Center. 


ii 
ii 
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Inclosed you will find Jack's Honorabla Discharge from the Armed 
Torces, together witn a list of Obedience Conmands and Dog Ration fad 
at this Center, 


ry truly yours, 


24 IQ. N.C 
Adjutant. 


5 IncJa, 

Yoncorable Dincharge Mo, 3897 
Obedience Commands 

Dom Ration 

Information copy Bill Lading 
Frndling Suzzeetions 
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TAPS (24 Notes) 


“Taps” is the most recognized of all military bugle calls, and, it is used at funerals, wreath 
laying, and memorial services. Taps is unique to the United States military. 


During the Civil War on July 1862, after the Seven Days battles at Harrison’s Landing (near 
Richmond), Virginia, General Daniel Butterfield, Army of the Potomac, thought that the 
regular military call for “Lights Out” was too formal. He called in his bugler, Oliver Wilcox 
Norton, and with him reworked the bugle call “Scott Tattoo” to create “Taps” 


Taps was then adopted by the Army of the Potomac. Soon other Union units began using 
Taps for their end of the day call. Even a few Confederate units began using Taps. After the 
war, Taps became an official bugle call. 


The first account of Taps being used at a funeral was when a soldier was buried while Union 
soldiers were concealed in the woods. It would give away their position if they fired the 
customary three volleys over the grave because the enemy was in close proximity. Captain 
Tidball thought the sounding of Taps would be the most appropriate ceremony that could be 
substituted 


There are no official words for Taps, however there are several versions that are used. 


IN FLANDERS FIELDS 
By: Lt. Col. John McCrae, M.D. (1872-1918) 
Canadian Army. 

This poem written by John McCrae is one of the In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
most memorable war poems ever written. It was written | Between the crosses, row on row, 
after a terrible battle in the Ypres salient in Belgium That mark our place; and in the sky 
in 1915. Lt. Col. McCrae , even though he was a The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
doctor, was having problems getting used to the wounds Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
arid suffering of the soldiers. A task that really affected 
him was serving as substitute chaplain at the burial of We are the Dead. Short days ago 
a young friend and former student. We lived, felt dawn, saw supset glow, 

The next day, sitting on the back of an ambulance, Loved, and were loved, and now we lie 
he vented his anguish by composing a poem. From In Flanders fields. 
where he sat, he could see the poppies in the nearby 
cemetery. His aide said that he described the scene Take up our quarrel with the foe: 


To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 

If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields. 


perfectly. 

| Dissatisfied with his poem, he threw it away, but a 

| fellow officer retrieved it and sent it to newspapers 

in London. It was rejected by The Spectator in London, 
but was published in Punch on December 8, 1915. 
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SCHOOL DAYS MEMORIES jup to her desk and open his mouth. We 
watched him swallow it on his way. No 
In science class one day, a student [proof - no punishment. 
asked which burned faster, cotton or 


woOl. There was cotton batting in the On the way to school the bus had 
closet but no wool. The teacher pulledjto drive over the railroad tracks on 
off a good sized piece of cotton and North Main St. One bus driver seemed 
standing over the waste basket, he to delight in speeding up a bit as we 
LONCKSH aeMalcn (Co moss FOUL and’ 1c approached the tracks and watch the 
was gone and dropped into the waste kids on the bench seat at the back of 


basket which was half full of papers. the bus pop up and bump their heads. 
the papers caught fire and the teacher 

put his foot) in the basket.to stomp, the We had a half hour to eat our lunch 
flames out. The flames were going up fin the auditorium at the high school. 

his pant leg so he pulled his foot out joOne day two pair of boxing gloves had 

BuO paskeadsClass | ester LO Lake the been left on a table. Two girls triem 
basket down stairs and throw it out in |them on and started boxing. Things 

the snow. It was a metal basket with got out of hand and the girls had to 
a wooden bottom. The basket gol hot so |be separated. The gloves were never 


the boy came back into the room with left behind again. 
the basket flaming at both ends. He 
made a couple of laps around the room One day before class started, our 


tossing the hot basket up in the air as 
he went. A fellow classmate yelled, 
Someone open a window". Out went the 
basket. Not much more was accomplished 
in science class that day. 


teacher let out a scream and jumped 
up on her chair. As she opened a 
drawer, a mouse jumped out. She made 
one of the boys open all the other 
drawers before she would sit down. 
Another day someone put a tack on, her 
chair but she spotted it before she 
sat down. 


A girl student found English class 
boring one day so decided to paint her 
finger nails. Teacher was standing in 
the back of the classroom and made a 
mad dash to her desk and opened her 
pocketbook. With a red faced grin, she 
continued teaching. Her nail polish 
wasn't leaking. 


The day of the junior prom I had 
an appointment with the hair dresser 
but no way to get home early. I talk 
ed a friend into skipping out of 
school early and we'd thumb a ride 
home. We were afraid to thumb cars 
for fear the principal would come 
along. We just stuck our thumbs out 
when a truck was coming. We got a 
ide in a freshly painted red truck. 
y friend got off with~ me even thoug 
she was still a mile from home. My 
other never asked how come I was 
home earlier then usual but she did 


Also in cooking class,we made lemon {|@Sk how I got red paint on my white 
meringue pie - at least that's what it |Shoes. I played dumb. Many years 
started out to be. When the filling later I told her about skipping 
was cooked, I started to pour it into School and thumbing a ride home. I 
the crust when teacher said it had to was too old then to get a tongue 
be chilled first so she put it in the (lashing! 
refrigerator. That also ended up in P.M.M. 
the garbage. 


In cooking class the sugar canister 
contained salt. As my friend and I 
made cupcakes we used what we thought 
was sugar. The teacher complimented us 
on how great they turned out. After 
school we went in to get them and found 
them in the garbage. That's when we 
were told we used salt instead of sugar. 


Never spend your money before 


One fellow chewed gum in class almos 


daily. Several times he got c h 
denied it. Teacher Rea Chin Paganni ae 


you have it. 


Thomas Jefferson 
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MAILSOX 


NEWS 


We love to receive your letters 


and comments. Do write us, either 


Bellingham or remarks about our ar- 
ticles. You, the readers, are what 


keep us going. 
Crimpville Comments Sta 


Donations: 
Edward Dauley 
Louis Bonover 


DEATHS 
Wendy S. Briggs 
Curtis C. Bradeen 
Jeanne Fleuette 
John D. Chiappone 
Mary (Wilde) Sherman 
Janet George 
Terry J. Snyder 
Grace’ (Tyndall) Merrick 
Eugene Adam 
Marie Emma Rovedo 
Rene A. Girard 
Michele Turner 


with interesting vignettes concerning 
ff. 
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Sap 


Sights and Sounds of Spring 


I love the sounds of springtime 
The breezes in the air 

The birds, the bees, the rippling trees 
Make music everywhere. 


I love the greening forest 
The budding daffodils. 
The suddeness of color 
Upon the fields and hills. 


And when the sun is setting, 
I love the hushing tone 
Of darkness as it steals across 
The valleys, hills, and stones. 


More beautiful is this, our world, 
Than all the universe.... 
More perfect in its symphony, 
The music of the earth. 


By Frankie Davis Oviatt courtesy of 
Council on Aging Newsletter 


MY FORGETTER 


My forgetter's getting better, 
But my rememberer is broke, 

To you that may seem funny, 

Buc,» to me, that is no joke! 

For when I'm "here" I'm wondering 
itm lLoreally should be “there” 

And, when I try to think it through 
I haven't got a prayer! 

Often times I walk into a roon, 
Say, "what am I here for?" 

I wrack my brain, but all in vain. 
Arzero;, jistmy score: 

At times I put something away, 
Where it is safe, but, Gee! 

The person it is safest from 
Generally is me! 

When shopp ing I may see someone, 
Say "Hi" and have a chat, 

then when the person walks away, 

I ask myself, "who's that?" 

Yes, my forgetter's getting better 
While my rememberer is broke, 

and it's driving me plumb crazy, 
And that isn't any joke! 


s 


Does this sound familiar???? 


Bellingham Historical Commission 
3 Common Street 
Bellingham, MA 02019 
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